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The appearance of road construction equipment is not typically 
something we celebrate, but it is a sign of progress for the city of 
Seabrook, which has been watching and waiting for work to start 
on the expansion of State Highway 146. 

“This p“This project has presented a challenge for new development for 
the greater part of two decades,” says Paul Chavez, director of the 
Seabrook Economic Development Corporation. “Now we can tell 
people, ‘Yes, it’s finally happening.’”

SH146 runs thSH146 runs through Seabrook and serves as a direct route be-
tween Houston and Galveston. The highway has become so con-
gested, TxDOT has expressed interest in overhauling it for nearly 
20 years. Finally, in mid-February, Phase 1 of construction began.

“It feels good to finally have this project rolling forward because it's delayed many upgrades to existing franchises. There has 
been a lot of uncertainty about when it was going to begin and whether it was going to begin, quite honestly,” Chavez says.

Certainty came in October 2015, when TxDOT, in partnership with the Federal Highway Administration, announced that it would 
widen SH146 up to 12 lanes from the current four lanes. That alone spurred a new energy in Seabrook, which is located just 30 
minutes south of Houston.

““A lot of the businesses along the SH146 corridor have been relocated or shut down. Several of the buildings are getting demol-
ished,” says Chavez. “We're starting to see that happen at a much faster rate than earlier, so that's good. We're starting to see 
that progress.”

TxDOT is also working with pipeline companies and with the city on relocating utilities. Right-of-way acquisition is also ongo-
ing. Phase 1 will focus on widening the northbound Clear Creek bridge and building a new northbound frontage road. When that 
is done, crews will start on Phase 2: widening the southbound Clear Creek bridge, building a new southbound frontage road and 
constructing the bulk of a new express bridge. Then comes Phase 3, which will rebuild and raise SH-146’s main lanes, and 
Phase 4, which involves finishing the express bridge. The project, slated to be finished in five years, also includes more green-
ery and landscaping.
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